SUN YAT SEN AND THE CHINESE REPUBLIC

grantors merely gave a formal instrument in the
nature of a land contract which acted as an un-
registered deed. This makeshift gave possession
under an equitable title to the grantee, but left
the legal tax-assessing title in the grantor, the
grantor still being the owner of record. Hence,
although the Sun family had sold off much of the
original holdings, on the land registers they still
continued to be the record owners, and solely
responsible for the payment of the taxes.

Hence, every year, the tax-collector would come
around to the head of the Sun family and collect
from him the taxes for a substantial part of all
the farmers in the Choy Hung neighborhood.
The tax-collector knew, of course, that the Suns
no longer owned the land, and also knew that the
Suns, in their turn, would have to go to the
trouble of collecting the taxes from all those who
held under the "white deeds."

Every year the collection worked additional
hardships on the Sun family, for to "save their
faces" and to protect the "white deed," they had
to go plodding round to find out who were the
actual owners of the land, and then collect the
taxes which, in turn, they would (if they were able
to collect them) hand over to the tax-collector.
At all events, the Suns had to pay the taxes on the
whole original acquisition of land.
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